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‘A ROMANTIC, HEARTBROKEN YOUNG MAN SEARCHES 
FOR REAL LOVE IN A WORLD OF EMOTIONLESS

DATING APPS’
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IS Christian, a young twen-
ty-something gay man, is 
trying to get over the heart-
break of his first love. Looking 
for meaningful connections 
through online dating apps, 
he goes through a whirlwind 
of experiences, passion and 
obsession on a journey to 
find new love, and himself.
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I insisted that the film should be true to 
its authentic origin and primarily cast 
non-professional actors, knowing they 
would be able to create the realism 
and vulnerability the film called for. 
Moreover, it was clear to me that the 
viewer had to experience a dating 
platform similar to Grindr, which many 
LGBT individuals live their lives through.
 
I hope that ’In Ashes’, as well as 
being a personal cleansing for me, 
will be a unique opportunity for 
other people - LGBT individuals or 
not - to see themselves reflected in 
the universal story of the search for 
love, told through a very honest and 
raw portrait of a young, homosexual 
man’s quest to find his way in life.

‘In Ashes’ is a personal and almost 
autobiographical story. For a period 
of time I lived a promiscuous life 
in Denmark, having sex with many 
men who I met on dating apps. 

Every single time I decided to dive into 
a relationship, I was struck with an 
intense and painful fear of commitment. 
At that point in my life, I had only once 
experienced being intensely in love with 
a guy - years before, when I was just 
15. We only dated for a short period of 
time, but that time meant everything 
to me, and the memory of him became 
my one and only frame of reference 
for love. So, I found myself constantly 
seeking out the next date and the 
next hook-up, which was my way of 
searching for that unity and connection 
I had experienced in my short but 
intense love story many years before.
 
My intention with ‘In Ashes’ is to invite 
people into a world that, in regards to the 
search for love, can be brutal. Through the 
protagonist, I used my own desperate, 
awkward and naive traits as a platform 
for unfolding the story - to show just how 
difficult it is being young in a chaotic, 
lusty and hyper liberal environment.

LUDVIG C. N. POULSEN
Ludvig C. N. Poulsen (1996) spent his childhood in a 
small town on the west coast of Denmark. He began his 
career as a model before transitioning to be-
come a director and scriptwriter in 2014. Ludvig re-
cently graduated from Super8 film school in 2022.

Ludvig is commited to authenticity and empathy in his 
storytelling. Drawing from his personal experiences, 
his films often explore various aspects of LGBT 
environments and characters. In his work, Ludvig 
tackles complex characters with nuance and depth, 
drawing from both personal experience and his ex-
tensive research into philosophy and psychology.

Ludvig is unafraid to explore the darker aspects of 
humanity in his films, using it as a tool to guide and 
motivate his actors. 
While his stories carry significant emotional weight, 
he expertly balances the serious subject matter 
with a humorous touch, highlighting the often 
overlooked moments of levity in difficult situations.

Despite the challenging themes explored in Ludvig’s 
films, he always leaves the viewer with a sense of hope. 
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